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Structured rules may require as well that all amendments be published 
in the Congressional Record prior to floor action on the legislation or be 
submitted in advance to the Rules Committee. This allows the committee to 
plan for floor debate and amendment in a more systematic way. Although 
structured rules restrict members’ general right to offer floor amendments—
something that frequently arouses the ire of minority party members—they 
also can expand the range of policy options put before the membership. 
Issues that are not eligible under normal parliamentary procedures can be 
made eligible for floor consideration, such as nongermane amendments or 
legislation stuck in committee.

These rules often script the sequence of action on amendments, which 
could influence the ultimate outcome. For example, the majority leadership 
might decide to allow a costly initiative to be offered as well as a less expen-
sive one advocated by the minority leadership. The Rules Committee could 

BOX 4.2  “Dear Colleague” Letter

Dear Colleague:

The Committee on Rules may meet the week of February 23rd to grant a 
rule that could limit the amendment process for floor consideration of H.R. 5, 
the Student Success Act.

Any Member wishing to offer an amendment must submit a searchable 
electronic copy of the amendment, which should be provided by the Office of 
Legislative Counsel, via the Rules Committee’s website. Members must also 
submit 30 hard copies of the amendment, one copy of a brief explanation 
of the amendment, and an amendment login form to the Rules Committee 
in room H-312 of the Capitol by 3:00 p.m. on Monday, February 23, 
2015. Both electronic and hard copies must be received by the date and time 
specified.

Members should draft their amendments to the text of Rules Committee 
Print 114-8, which contains the text of H.R. 5 as ordered reported by the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce and is available on the Rules 
Committee website.

Members should use the Office of Legislative Counsel to ensure that their 
amendments are drafted in the most appropriate format. Members should 
also check with the Congressional Budget Office for a preliminary assessment 
of their amendments’ budgetary effects. Finally, members should check with 
the Office of the Parliamentarian and the Committee on the Budget to be cer-
tain their amendments comply with the rules of the House and the Congres-
sional Budget Act. If you have any questions, please contact myself or Karas 
Pattison of the Committee staff at 225-9191.

Source: http://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/amendment-process-announcement  
hr-5-1 of the House of Representatives Committee on Rules, Amendment Process 
Announcement for H.R. 5, February 18th, 2015. 

http://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/amendment-process-announcement-hr-5-1
http://rules.house.gov/news/announcement/amendment-process-announcement-hr-5-1

